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I Sy l\i v. Ilenry Wade Duliose. ! >. I >.
In this new ag;e. in which we li;iw been liv-

i 1 «r since ill*.* "rciii war convulsed the world
1 1 1 shook ils foundat ions, sciiii' facts tlnit were

not formerly understood have eonie to he com*

l>ellinirly apparent. Among; tin signal discov¬
eries oi' ihe age. I 1 1 1 i 1 1 lv we must count the
discovery j or the rediscovery, or at least the
entirely new appreciation of

The Power of An Idea.
We have learned that the real dynamics of

history are not armies and navies and dy¬
nasties. hut ideas. We have come to realize
that the greatest force that humanity can em¬

ploy is not dynamite, nor lyddite, nop T.N.T..
hut a thought. convincingly impressed upon
the minds of men. We have learned that
propaganda i-» more powerful than artillery.
The (icrman imperial army, the mightiest army
that the world ever saw. was defeated hy the
moral idealism of the world. I'or lour years
torrents of high explosives fell on the Iliudeu-
hurg line in vain, hut when the conscience of

< iirist(*ndoni had been marshalled and niohili/ed
against lierniau Imperialism, largely under the
iuHuence of that great field marshal of truth
and righteousness who sat in the American
White House, the 1 1 imienhurg; line quivered
and hroke.

The dynamic idea is not an idea emhalmeil
iu fine language*. and entomhed in a hook-shelf,
hut an idea injected into the heads of common

every-day people an idea that has ufottcn
rooted in the daily thought and daily talk of
merchants and farmers and drummers: an idea
that has hccomc a staple stock in trade with
editors and magazine writers; that lias made
itself at home in Ihe brains of preachers and
school teachers, and has entrenched itself iu
the reporter's pencil. An idea thai has so he-
come current iu human thought and life is the
mightiest dynamic known to science or history.

History in Solution.
The thinking of a nat ion is its history in solu¬

tion. The history of a nation is the crystalliza¬
tion of its lhinkiug. I 'mler dominat ion of
the 1 lohenzollerns. the (icrman people thought
militarism for fifty years, and (ierinany he-
came an armed camp. I nder the heel of the
lioiuanofVs the Russian people thought anar¬

chy for fifty years, and Russia became a social
chaos. I'Yoni her beginnings in this virgin con-

tient, with the IJihle tor her chart of life. Amer¬
ica has thought in terms of liherly and right¬
eousness. and America stands before the world
today as, in the main, a champion of democracy
and international justice. The history of to¬
day was horn of the thinking of yesterday.
And hy the same logic. the history of tomor¬
row will he horn of the thinking; of today.
The chief concern, therefore, of any patriot

should he a concern for the thinking; of his
people. What ideas are dominant in the minds
of men.' What moral ideals hold sway.' What
conceptions of tudav arc shaping; the conscience
of the present, and of the rising; generation.'
Are we going to hand down to our children
;. greal spiritual philosophy of life, horn of
(»od's truth: or, are we going to bequeath to
them a pagan philosophy of life, horn of liu
man selfish ncss Destiny depends on the an¬
swer to these questions. And that is the root
of this whole Christian Kducation Program,
that since the war has sprung; up with incrcdf-
ble vigor all over America. It is not a new

program. ImiI it is the sudden renaissance of
a program that is vindicated on all the finest
pages id' Christian history.

Potent Agencies.
Now. there are certain great agencies that

largely mould tlie thought id' a nation. There
i^ the press. The power of the press I'.or weal
or woe is tremendous. and on the increase. I
was impressed with a remark made the other
day hy ;i journalistic writer of my acipiaint-
anee. lie s;iid. "There is no longer any news.
There is only propaganda." All the world
hits learned the power of organized publicity.
Another channel through which ideas poten¬

tially dynamic become current and dominant
in the life of a nation is the pulpit. The in-
fluenee id' the pulpit may not be so predomi¬
nant and unique as it has been in generations
past. l»ut it remains and must remain a great
ehannel of influence. Not very long ago there
appeared in the editorial column of one of the
great Kastern dailies this sentence: "The man

of the hour in America today is the minister
oi t lie < iospel."

Hut pre-eminent among the agencies that di-
rcet tiie thought "f a nation i-. and must al¬
ways be. the school. This is patently true, be¬
cause under modern conditions practically the
entire population passes through the schools,
and passes through the schools at the time
of life when ideas most readily and most ten¬
aciously take root. Two generations ago the
father of the recent <icrmnu Kniperor asked
the philosopher Humboldt for advice as to the
reorga ni/at ion of (iermany and (Jcrman life.
The philosopher replied. " Whatever you would
put into the state, you must lirst put into the
schools." The ( Senium Kniperor acted upon
that advice, and the issue has justified its ac¬

curacy. Lloyd ( leorge has said: "The most
formidable foe we had to tight in (Jermany
was not the arsenals of Krupp or the yards
in which t hey turned out submarines, but the
schools of (iermany." The schools constitute
the one airency through which in a single gen¬
eration you can change the philosophy and life
of a whole nation. I'ut militarism into the
schools, and you will have a militaristic state,
l'ut materialism into the schools, and you will
have a materialistic nation. I'ut infidelity into
the schools, and you will have a nation of ag¬
nostics. I'ut positive, vital Christianity into
the schools, ami you will have a Christian na¬

tion. That is not theory. That is history.

The Root of the Matter.
Now then, it is apparent that if you cat:

control these influential agencies, you will
largely dominate, for good or ii'. the life of
the whole nation. lint one says. "That is a

large contract." To be sure it is. but not so

formidable as it superficially appears. The cru¬
cial fact is this: The press, the pulpit, the
schools and other professions which in any de¬
gree direct the thinking of the nation are di-
rccteil in their thinking by a few hundred thou-
and of highly trained men and women. And
these brilliant ami trained leaders of the in¬
fluential professions are almost without excep¬
tion the intellectual product of our institutions
of higher learning. And that is not theory. It
is fact hacked by statistical evidence. The col¬
lege men and women of America are going to
be the makers or the breakers of America. I>r.
Athearn. an eminent authority, opens his book

. .n "A National System of Kducfltioii*' with
these sentences: "Four thousand two hundred
college professors caused the ("treat World
War. Four thousand two hundred college pro¬
fessors can cause another "World War. In the
last analysis the destiny of any nation is de¬
termined bv the schoolmasters of that nation."
These are the facts, providentially impressed

upon this generation, tliat are responsible for
1 his whole Christian Kducatiou Kevival. What
are the ehnrehes trying lu « i « » Are they un¬
dertaking to educate the masses of the Ameri¬
can people ' .No, hut they are undertaking to
educate leaders for the masses. The Church
has suddenly awakened to a vision. The Church
has conceived it to be her mission to provide
institutions in which her choice youth will I »..

trained for leadership in the influential profes¬
sions and other walks of life, and from which
they will go out, not only with the best men¬
tal equipment that the age can provide, but
also saturated with the spiritual idealism of
the (Jospel of (Sod. It is a master stroke of
Christian strategy. America is in desperate
need of an increasing supply of Christian min¬
isters. and Christian teachers, and Christian
authors, and Christian journalists, ami Chris¬
tian lawyers, and Christian statesmen, ami
Christian captains of industry. And the
Church is arousing herself to meet the de¬
mand !
Danville. Ya.

FLOWERS.

By .Mrs. Florence \V. Ftouvnoy.
1 love the florist's windows,

As I walk a Ion.i; Broadway.
They have .1 helpful message upon u winter's day.

They speak right to my spirit.
And this is what they say:

"Like (lowers of the Kingdom
That Jesus saw within,

We come to teli God's mercy,
To lift your thoughts from sin.

Won't God that makes such heautv.
To glorify the earth,

Give flowers of joy and love and trust.
To help His Kingdom's birth?

.'So buy a little flower.
And pay in humble joy,

'Twill help you find Ged's Kingdom bore
The flower is just a toy

To teach God's love and beauty.
And show you how to find

The flower of His Spirit,
The beauties ot His mind."
New York, V.

MODERN THOUGHT.

I»y iiev. S. M. Logan.
People all over this country have been awak

ened to a new interest in questions affecting
their religious faith. It is a time of great
danger and of opportunity. Of course, a good
deal depends on the leadership of the Church.
We would like to know where our preachers
teachers and professors in colleges and theo
logical seminaries stand. The people have <1

right to know it. and every man ought to be
more than glad to state positively his position.
The authority of (Sod's Word is questioned

Nothing is gained by evading tin* issue. The
attitude of apology for the Scriptures »>

neither reassuring nor inspiring. The com

plaint comes from too many sources to doubt
that there are unsound teachers and preach
crs in all the Christian denominations. North
Kast and West. It is a good time to revive the
word "orthodoxy.*'
Why should we hesitate t<> require for our

young people leaders who think right? A
trust has been committed to fathers and moth
ers which they cannot delegate to another.
As intelligent Christians they are endowed a*
no others are for that trust, and it is their
duty to choose the men who are to teach an<>

preach to their children and to decide on the
institutions where their boys and girls are t"
be trained. If any of these stand for anything
but the old faith, they are rather expensive
objects of benevolences.


